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1. First, we have provided dictation passage. 

2. Then important outlines. 

3. Important vocabulary and accuracy builders. 


Court Dictation: It covers all skill tests conducted by any
Court ( Supreme Court, High Court, District Courts,
Tribunals, Law Firms) including SSC etc.

Krishna Shorthand Institute, Online English Shorthand Class at
7355504435 by Sir AV Kushwaha, Shorthand Dictation Legal Matters.

NOTE: Very important latest created passage for Supreme
Court/High Court/District Court/Tribunal etc. related skill
tests apart from speed building.

Topic: Mercy Petition

Volume 1, Dictation No. 16

Note: Outlines of all highlighted words/phrases are
given at the end of the

The petitioner was repeatedly referred for
medical treatment and psychological therapy. It is
claimed that he was diagnosed with adjustment
disorder, that he had decreased sleep and appetite,
and that he had attempted self-harm. Counsel
urged that under international standards and human
rights obligations, a person suffering from such
mental illness cannot be executed and hence the
death penalty should be commuted. The fourth
ground is that the decision of the President was
biased because of public pressure and statements
made by officials. It was argued that the
authorities had pre-decided the matter and that
the constitutional discretion was not exercised

fairly.
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On the other hand, the learned Solicitor General,

appearing for the Union of India, opposed the

petition and submitted that there was no infirmity in

the process. He pointed out that all relevant

documents were placed before the President,
including the judgments of the trial court, High
Court, and Supreme Court, the nominal roll of the

prisoner, the latest medical reports, the social

investigation report and the details of the mercy
petition. It was submitted that the President
considered the matter on the aid and advice of the

Council of Ministers and rejected the mercy petition

after full application of mind. Regarding the medical

condition, it was submitted that the petitioner was
regularly examined by medical officers. The latest
report dated 30 January 2020 certified that the
petitioner was psychologically well adjusted,

receiving regular therapy sessions and that his
general condition was stable. Thus, the contention

that the petitioner was unfit for execution due to

mental illness is without basis. As to the allegation
of solitary confinement, the prison authorities filed

an affidavit explaining that the petitioner was never

placed in absolute solitary confinement. Such
protective custody was for security reasons and

cannot be equated with solitary confinement. On the
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allegation of bias, it was argued that public
statements of ministers or public pressure cannot be

a ground to vitiate the constitutional process.

Having considered the rival submissions, we

proceed to examine the legal position. Article 72 of
the Constitution of India vests in the President the
power to grant pardons, reprieves, respites or

remissions of punishment or to suspend, remit or

commute the sentence of any person convicted of an

offence. This power includes the power to commute
death sentences. The power is to be exercised on

the aid and advice of the Council of Ministers. It is

settled that the scope of judicial review over orders

passed under Article 72 is limited. The Court cannot
sit in appeal over the decision of the President. The
grounds on which interference may be considered as

narrow, such as, when the decision is mala fide,

based on wholly irrelevant considerations, suffers

from non-application of mind includes relevant

material or is otherwise arbitrary. On the issue of

solitary confinement, the affidavit of the Director

General of Prisons clarifies that the petitioner was

not subjected to solitary confinement in the strict
sense. He was allowed interaction with other

inmates and was housed in conditions that cannot be

equated with isolation. Hence, this ground fails.
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As to the allegation of bias or public pressure,
we find no merit. There is no evidence that the

President was influenced by extraneous factors. The

decision was based on the record and the petition
cannot be allowed on speculative grounds. 1In

conclusion, we find that the petitioner has failed to
establish any ground for interference. The rejection
of mercy petition by the President of India does not

suffer from mala fides, arbitrariness or non-

consideration of material. The process followed was

in accordance with constitutional requirements.

For the reasons recorded above, the writ petition is

dismissed.

Total Words 608

Total Words 631 Total 601+608=1209

Outlines of all highlighted words and
Adopt only those outlines which are better

repeatedly -~ F
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(Increase your vocabulary:

Learn New and Important Words of the
Matter)
Keep revising all new words learned.

5

Leqgal/General Matter &

|MPsychological therapy G4 phr'ase) @‘rea‘rmen‘r for

mental health condmons using ‘ralkqu\ and behavioural

‘rechmques HAARIATAS Fafehear @0‘6
2. (ver'b) (past Tense)/\é}'% identify a disease or
condmon through exammahon@a’l?—r AT/ U el

KR Adjustment IGETD The@\‘br‘ocess of adapting to new
condmonsmﬁl?-r &

%\QQ
4 . d (noun) A rup’rlon of normal physical or mental
functions ﬁw/{?@ﬁ

5.]p) @%r‘b) (past tense) To become smaller or less
in amount \gﬁ%r RIpI|

6. (noun) Desire for food @
7. I(noun) Deliberately hurting oneself 3cH-glla

:WUrged tha I (verb phrase) Strongly requested or argued
that 31are o &

O ULy (noun) (plural) Legal or moral duties

c1RIca/dpdac

10 XNl (verb) (past participle) Put to death as
punishment BRIT ST




11 [Nl (verb) (past participle) Changed a punishment
to a less severe one thH HIAT/IC ]

12 I (adjective) Unfairly prejudiced TeTarc

13.n: (noun) Freedom to make decisions fader e
14 [PERY (verb) (past tense) Used or applied w2ar fopar
15. (adverb) In a just and reasonable manner fatusay

T
16. RTINS IEE (phrase) Used Tg)gv“pr'esen‘r a
conTr'asng view E‘;Hﬁ 3R \\«‘5

S
17. (noun phr'aselo "A  high-ranking
gover'nmen‘r law offlcer' HelITIdTer \/\\

18.18 un) Weakness or ,\ﬁﬁﬁl‘r GIENVEAL]
19. y: (verb pbmse) Drew attention to the
fact that 38 I1d WX €= @gﬁ’m fop

20.Nominal roll: (noun phrase) An official list of names
FATGeA Accuracy Mantra: Always be cautious to use the

word roll. S
N
&

Try to understand difference: Roll vs. Role (noun vs.
noun) &
\\'\

0\\

1.Roll = list / register (7=h)

* Example: The teacher checked the attendance roll.

2 .Role = function / part (Xf#w®)

* Example: The judge played an important role in the
case.



Memory Shortcut:  Roll Register vs. Role =

Responsibility

21 [T (noun) A person held in custody &ér
22 .JXE: (noun) Help or assistance HerrT
23 XM (noun) Guidance or recommendations TaTTE

24 . Council vs. counsel: (noun vs. noun) Council = group of
advisors ( qﬁva) Counsel = lawyer/advice (dbici/ \‘-/0//{-1)

25 . il (noun phrase) Appeal for @éfemency Rl
TRt @)

26 .[e (verb) (past tense) Oﬁlcmlly confirmed
qmﬁt—rﬁb‘m &\

27 [l (adverb) In ’\@\rer'ms of mental state
AT §T H @

28. : (adjective) S‘reg;éy and not changing TE2R

29. .adJecTuve) N@‘f sun‘rable or capable 3T

30.5 (no@% Carrying out of a death sentence
e /e

C}WMSolitar confmemen .(noun phrase) Isolation of a
prisoner ehicl HRTATE

32. : (noun) Place where criminals are held PRIIR/Sel

33 .Yt (noun) Written statement confirmed by oath
AU g

34 [JOIR0E: (adjective) Providing protection gReilcaTeh

35. M Miverb) (past tense) Considered as equal &I
HIAT

36. (verb) To impair or make defective gi¥d T




37 [TIETEIEE  (noun phrase) Opposing legal

arguments faRIel a&

38 . B HE b) (present tense) Grants or gives power U&Te
AT &

39.(noun) (plural) Official forgiveness for crimes
HTERT/ &

40 [N Mnoun) (plural) Temporary postponement of
punushmen’r TJIA »@9

41 [P E(noun) (plural) Temporary relief a;sodelay e
42. M (noun) (plural) Reduction oﬁcﬁlmshmenfwﬁ
43 . ;B (verb) To cancel or reduce HTB@% hTcAT

44 y (lnflanlve verb) I@Q’change to a less severe
pumshmen’r hdH BT

45, (noun phr'ase) g%lnge or extent of &¥/dr&AT

46 5 (no%@ phr'ase) Court's power to examine
government GCTlOHS\L{\z_SQ?fﬁEF HAGT

47 Mala fide: (adjective phrase) (Two words) Done in

bad faith g3ifa=rgof

Accuracy Mantra: mala fide is used as malafide in legal
matters. Both styles are correct.

48 ) RS Dy CHll(noun  phrase) Factors not

related to the matter 3UTARIG AR

49. (adjective) Based on random choice,
unreasonable HATHTAT

50.: (noun) (plural) Places of confinement @RI
51 .: (noun) Communication or contact aTddld
52 .t (noun) (plural) Prisoners 35



53 .[KEMEL (verb) (past tense) Accommodated @1 arm

54.I (verb) (past tense) Treated as the same THATA
HATAT

55 .FY (noun) Prejudice TaTdra

56 T (verb) (past tense) Affected by smfad

57. (adjective) Irrelevant or unrelated
W/mraﬁzs

58. | (adjective) Based on guesswog&‘a@ﬂm W
3-1T‘<’-'Ilii<‘-| /\%

59. (noun) Quality of b@‘?ng unreasonable

HAHATATIA c}@

60 Non-consideration: [(QiQ) Faklg?‘e to consider fdOR o
61 g@%r‘ase) In agreement with &

Following words to be written in capital
letters;

OFFICIAL TITLES AND POSITIONS

1.Solicitor General - High-ranking government law
officer



2 .President - The office of the President (appears
multiple times)

3.Director General of Prisons - Official prison
system title

PROPER NAMES OF GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES
4 Union of India - Official legal nhame of Thegcoun‘rr'y

5.Council of Ministers - Official gover@?\en’ral body
(appears multiple times) S

NAMES OF SPECIFIC
INSTITUTIONS N

6.High Court - Specific Lgﬁncual institution
7 .Supreme Court - HLQQF\ZST judicial institution
8.Court - When @&éfer'r'mg to the Supreme Court in

0

context N
0\

IMPORTAI\EF LEGAL DOCUMENTS
9. Consg}u'ruhon of India - The country's supreme law

s> COURTS AND

document

REFERENCES TO SPECIFIC LEGAL PROVISIONS

10.Article - When referring to specific constitutional
articles (e.g., Article 72)



NAMES OF MONTHS
11.January - Name of the month

COUNTRY NAMES

12 .India - Country name (appears in "Union of India,"
"Constitution of India," "President of India")

Accuracy Note: The word "President” appears multiple
times throughout the 5™ passage, always capitalized
because it refers to the specific cons‘ri‘ruf\ional office of
the President of India, not just any pr'eS|denT in general.

&
&

Accuracy Bpi |der: Comma

fc
(-,}Q
@\
%

1. SERIES/LISQF‘COMMAS (Oxford/Serial Commas)
"dlagnose@@ with adjustment disorder, that he had
decre\rﬁed sleep and appetite, and that he had
aT’rempTed self-harm"

* "the judgments of the trial court, High Court, and
Supreme Court, the nominal roll of the prisoner, the
latest medical reports"

* "grant pardons, reprieves, respites or remissions of
punishment"



Rule: Use commas to separate three or more items in a
series. The comma before "and" (Oxford comma) is
optional but recommended for clarity.

2. INTRODUCTORY PHRASE/CLAUSE COMMAS

e "On the other hand, the learned Solicitor General..."
”Regardmg the medical condition, it was submitted

‘b
that.. é}@““‘

* "Having conSIder'ed the rival submussm@s we proceed

\

to examine... Grzf

* "As to the allegation of bias, E(W\ES argued that..."
Rule: Use a comma after m‘rr'ociac’ror'y words, phrases, or
dependent clauses that corr@%efor'e the main clause.

0

3. PARENTHETIC/\&QB?NONRESTRICTIVE ELEMENT
COMMAS S

\\Q\
Examples from. fext:
'2)

* "such g@ when the decision is mala fide, based on
whoHy irrelevant considerations"

* "appearing for the Union of India, opposed the
petition"

Rule: Use commas to set off non-essential information
(parenthetical elements) that could be removed without
changing the sentence's basic meaning.



Note: Legal writing often uses longer, more complex
sentences than everyday writing, which is why these
comma patterns appear frequently to help organize
and clarify the relationships between different parts
of the sentence.

By Sir AV Kushwaha,

Principal, &5

A
Krishna Shorthand Institute,
via online Telegram Class through 7355504435
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